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Comment #1: Jon Dilliard 

 

Response to Comment #1; 

A CD copy of the Final EIS, Volumes 1 and 2, was sent to 
Mr. Dilliard on December 2, 2003. 

Comment #2:  Tammy Stefanik 

 

 
Response to Comment #2; 

 
Thank you for your comments.   
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Comment #3: Allen Chambers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to #3; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  The Montana 
Department of Transportation’s intent is to improve the 
operational efficiency within the entire corridor as 
quickly as possible (which includes safety).  The order in 
which projects are initiated will depend upon many 
factors that the MDT and the Transportation Commission 
will consider as they go through the project 
development process.  These elements include, but are 
not limited to; design complexities, right-of-way 
acquisitions, maintaining essential services such as 
utilities and access to businesses, the size and cost of 
individual projects and the adequacy of available 
funding for those projects. 
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Comment #4: Pat and Fred Radke 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Response to #4;   

Thank you for your comments.  For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3.     



Page 5 of 38 
INTERSTATE 15 CORRIDOR 

Montana City to Lincoln Road - FEIS Comments and Responses 

 
Comment #5: Chuck Watters 

 

 
Response to #5; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3.  
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Comment #6: Russell Wrigg 

 

 

 

Response to #6; 

Thank you for your comments.  City of Helena planning 
documents clearly indicate that development is likely to 
occur in the area south of US 12 and east of I-15.  This 
near-term development creates a need along the I-15 
Corridor for a new interchange south of Capitol. For this 
reason a new interchange at South Helena was included 
in both build alternatives analyzed in the Final EIS.  

For the order in which projects will be initiated, see 
response to Comment #3.  
 
 
 

 

 

 



Page 7 of 38 
INTERSTATE 15 CORRIDOR 

Montana City to Lincoln Road - FEIS Comments and Responses 

Comment #7: Steve Lodahl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to #7; 

Thank you for your comments.  At this point in time no 
funds have been specifically identified for the Custer 
Avenue interchange.     

As described in the Final EIS, Section 2.8.2.1 (page 2-44) 
the proposed South Helena interchange will be located 
approximately 2.7 kilometers (1.6 miles) south of the 
Capitol interchange. The connection west of I-15 will be 
to the Frontage Road (relocated alignment, see Figure 
2-11 in the FEIS). The FEIS also describes in Chapter 2.0 
the possible extension of Broadway under I-15 and a 
possible Broadway interchange with I-15.  Both of these 
concepts were strongly opposed by residents of the 
Broadway neighborhood which contributed to these 
options being dropped from further consideration (see 
FEIS Sections 2.4 and 2.5 and Table 2-1).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 8 of 38 
INTERSTATE 15 CORRIDOR 

Montana City to Lincoln Road - FEIS Comments and Responses 

Comment #8: Chuck and Kim Norman 

 
 
 
 
 

Response to #8; 
 
Thank you for your comments.   

 
 

Comment #9: John A. Wall 
 

 

 
Response to #9; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  
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Comment #10: Nancy Pitblado 
 

 
Response to #10; 
 
Thank you for your comments.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Comment #11: Steve and Judy Bayless 
 

 
Response to Comments #11; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  Continuing the 
improvements along North Montana Avenue was 
identified by a number of citizens during the early 
stages of the EIS as an important transportation need. 
However, as discussed in Chapter 2.0 of the Final EIS, 
these improvements lie outside the immediate I-15 
Corridor study area.  
 
Improvements to the Lincoln interchange are included 
as part of the Preferred Alternative (see Section 2.8.4.5 
of the FEIS). 
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Comment #12: Redge Meierhenry 
(12/09/03) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Response to # 12; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  
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Comment #13: Dave Highness 

 

 

 

Response to #13; 

Thank you for your comments. A great deal of effort 
was taken during the development of the I-15 Corridor 
EIS to address potential direct and indirect impacts to 
residential neighborhoods throughout the study area, 
with particularly close attention paid to Broadway due 
to the large number of comments received.  The 
analysis shows a decrease in traffic along the western 
portion, no change in the center and an increase along 
the eastern portion of Broadway resulting from the I-15 
Corridor improvements described in the Final EIS. These 
changes are described in Chapter 4.0 of the Final EIS 
and graphically represented in Figure 4-4.  

 
For the order in which projects will be initiated, see 
response to Comment #3.  
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Comment #14: Hope and Robert Stevens 

 
 

 

Response to Comment #14; 

Thank you for your comments. 
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Comment #15: Cheryl Boid 

Response to Comment # 15; 

Thank you for your comments.  
 

 

 
Comment #16: Kenneth and Rita McNees 
 

 
Response to Comment #16; 
 
Thank you for your comments.   
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Comment #17: John F. Wardell, EPA

Response to Comment #17;  
 
Thank you for your comments on the I-15 Corridor 
Environmental Impact Statement. Your comments on 
the Draft EIS and the active participation of Steve Potts 

from your office contributed directly to improving the 
quality and overall responsiveness of the I-15 Corridor 
(Montana City to Lincoln Road) EIS.  Thank you for your 
constructive and informative participation.  
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Comment #18:  Dudley Williams 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Response to Comment #18; 
 
Thank you for your comments. A great deal of effort 
was taken during the development of the I-15 Corridor 
EIS to address potential direct and indirect impacts to 
residential neighborhoods throughout the study area, 
with particularly close attention paid to Broadway due 
to the large number of comments received.  The 
analysis shows a decrease in traffic along the western 
portion, no change in the center and an increase along 
the eastern portion of Broadway resulting from the I-15 
Corridor improvements described in the Final EIS.  
These changes are described in Chapter 4.0 of the Final 
EIS and graphically represented in Figures 4-4 and 4-5.                    
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Comment #19: Dick Thweatt                                

 

Response to Comment #19; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  Sections 2.7.1 and 
4.11.2 of the Final EIS address transportation demand 
management (TDM).  Potential activities that were 
considered and the reasons for not implementing the 
various elements of TDM are explained in the cited 
sections.  
 
Some TDM activities that were considered include 
development of local Transportation Management 
Associations (TMAs); flex-time work schedules; carpools, 
and vanpools.  Currently there is minimal use of existing 
TDM programs and very little public support was 
expressed for these measures during the public 
involvement process.  (See page 4-45 of the FEIS) 
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Comment #20: Karen D. Burk 

 

 

 

Response to Comment #20; 

Thank you for your comments. A great deal of effort 
was taken during the development of the I-15 Corridor 
EIS to address potential direct and indirect impacts to 
residential neighborhoods throughout the study area, 
with particularly close attention paid to Broadway due 
to the large number of comments received.  The 
analysis shows a decrease in traffic along the western 
portion, no change in the center and an increase along 
the eastern portion of Broadway resulting from the I-15 
Corridor improvements described in the Final EIS.  
These changes are described in Chapter 4.0 of the Final 
EIS and graphically represented in Figures 4-4 and 4-5.  

In addition, we looked very carefully at two 
improvement options at the east end of Broadway that 
received considerable public support.  Both the 
Broadway/I-15 Interchange option and the Broadway 
Underpass option were dropped from consideration 
largely because of what we heard from residents of the 
Broadway community.  
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Comment #21: Rick Gray 

 
 
Comment #22: Tim Grossman 
 

 

 
Response to Comment #21; 

Thank you for your comments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response to Comment #22; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3.  
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Comment #23: Mark Gerl 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Response to Comment #23; 
 
Mr. Gerl’s e-mail to Mark Studt indicates that specific 
comments on the FEIS were attached. The attachment 
was never received.  Mr. Studt requested the 
attachment via e-mail and voice message but no further 
comments were received.  
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Comment #24: Charlie McKenna 

 

Response to Comment #24; 
 
Thank you for your comments.    For the order in which 
improvements will be initiated, see response to 
Comment #3. 
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Comment #25: Joseph and Randi Triem 
 

  

Response to Comment #25  

Thank you for your comments.   For the order in which 
improvements will be initiated, see response to 
Comment #3. 
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Comment #26: Gerald Charlton (12/18/03)  

 

 
Response to Comment #26  
Thank you for your comments.   For the order in which 
improvements will be initiated, see response to 
Comment #3. 
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Comment #27: Loretta Kelly 

 

 
Response to Comment #27; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #28: Shannon Kelly  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Response to Comment #28; 

Thank you for your comments.    For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #29: Shawna Kelly 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Response to Comment #29; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #30:  Marc and Rosanne Kneedler 
(12/18/03) 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Response to Comment #30; 

Thank you for your comments.    For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #31:  William S. Dunbar 

 

 

Response to Comment #31; 

Thank you for your comments.  The analysis shows 
a decrease in traffic along the western portion, no 
change in the center and an increase along the 
eastern portion of Broadway resulting from the I-
15 Corridor improvements described in the Final 
EIS.  These changes are described in Chapter 4.0 
of the Final EIS and graphically represented in 
Figures 4-4 and 4-5.  

Also, for the order in which projects will be initiated, 
see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #32: Robert Dunlop (12/19/03) 

 

 

Response to Comment #32  
Thank you for your comments on the I-15 Corridor 
Environmental Impact Statement.  

After very carefully considering the advantages and disadvantages 
of the two build alternatives and the No-Action Alternative, 
Alternative 1 was identified as the one which best meets the 
overall needs for the entire corridor. This decision was based on 
both the Purpose and Need statement, which is fully described in 
Chapter 1.0 of the Final EIS, and on extensive public input 
received throughout the development of the EIS.  

Both the Sierra Road and Forestvale Road locations were studied 
in the Draft EIS and the Forestvale option received full 
consideration in the Final EIS.  

Traffic analysis conducted for the FEIS does not support your 
contention that the Custer Avenue/N. Montana Avenue intersection 
will be unusable if a new interchange is built at Custer Avenue.  
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Comment #33: Shaun O’Connor  

 
 

Response to Comment #33  
Thank you for your comments.   The initial plan for the 
west side Frontage Road is to provide shoulders that 
will also serve bicycles on each side of the road. There 
should be little need for sidewalks until there is 
development alongside the Frontage Road. Local 
jurisdictions may require developers to build additional 
pedestrian facilities along their developments.  
 
As part of planning for future growth, the City of 
Helena has designated the area east and north of the 
proposed South Helena interchange as a preferred 
development area. Infrastructure such as water and 
sewer has been constructed or planned to serve this 
area.  The new interchange will connect with the west 
side Frontage Road. A frontage road or other roadway 
connections on the east side of I-15 may be 
constructed by developers of this area.  
 
The conceptual layout for the Capitol interchange was 
planned for three through lanes in each direction through the 
interchange. The geometry of the conceptual layout was 
designed based on MDT and other applicable roadway 
standards, and all standards were met based on a preliminary 
level of design. Both MDT and the City are working to widen 
Cedar Street and re-stripe the interchange to have the four-
lane plus turn lane (or five-lane) section between I-15 and 
Montana Avenue.  The plan for Custer Avenue, once an 
interchange is constructed, is to have four lanes plus the 
center turn median between Montana Avenue and 
Washington Street. Any work on Montana Avenue is outside  
(Continued on next page) 
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Response to Comment #33 – cont. 
 
the I-15 Corridor study area and would need to be pursued by 
the City and County.  
 
The Forestvale interchange location was fully analyzed in this 
study. There was no evidence to show a need for two new 
interchanges north of Cedar Street. As described in the Final 
EIS, the Custer Avenue interchange location provided the 
greatest overall benefit for the I-15 Corridor.  
 
Finally, to address the “order that the projects should be 
built”, see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #34: Glenda Bradshaw 
 

 

 

 

 

Response to Comment #34; 

Thank you for your comments on the I-15 Corridor 
Environmental Impact Statement. Chapter 4.0 of the 
Final EIS provides a thorough analysis of potential 
impacts to residential neighborhoods. Both direct and 
indirect impacts are discussed and each of the two 
build alternatives was compared to the No-Action 
Alternative.  This analysis included a careful 
consideration of traffic impacts.  

Your comment letter includes a suggestion that there 
might be a conflict of interest issue concerning the 
development of this EIS.  The Consultant, Carter & 
Burgess, prepared the FEIS under the direction of FHWA 
and MDT.  Neither agency nor the Consultant own 
property for development (for other than transportation 
purposes), in the areas identified under the Preferred 
Alternative.  
 
Also, for the order in which projects will be initiated, 
see response to Comment # 3. 
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Comment #35:   Barbara and James Benish 
 

 
 
Comment #36:  Cary Shelton 

 

 

 
 
Response to Comment #35; 
 
Thank you for your comments on the I-15 Corridor 
Environmental Impact Statement.  A great deal of effort 
was taken during the development of the I-15 Corridor 
EIS to address potential direct and indirect impacts to 
residential neighborhoods throughout the study area, 
with particularly close attention paid to Broadway due 
to the large number of comments received.  The 
analysis shows a decrease in traffic along the western 
portion, no change in the center and an increase along 
the eastern portion of Broadway resulting from the I-15 
Corridor improvements described in the Final EIS.   
These changes are described in Chapter 4.0 of the Final 
EIS and graphically represented in Figures 4-4 and 4-5.  

 
 
 
Response to Comment #36; 
 
Thank you for your comments. The Custer Interchange 
has not been removed from the Preferred Alternative.  
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Comment #37:  Loren Gustafson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to Comment #37; 

Thank you for your comments. The Custer Interchange 
is still part of the Preferred Alternative.   For the 
order in which projects will be initiated, see response 
to Comment #3. 
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Comment #38:  Dick Anderson 
 

 

 

 
 
Response to Comment #38; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  For the order in which 
projects will be initiated, see response to Comment 
#3. 
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Comment #39:  Kim Smith 

 

Response to Comment #39; 

Thank you for your comments.  

After very careful consideration of both build 
alternatives and the No-Action Alternative, Alternative 
1 was identified as the Preferred Alternative for the I-15 
Corridor.  This alternative does not include a new 
interchange at Forestvale Road.  
 
Also, for the order in which projects will be initiated, 
see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #40:  Ann Macdonald 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Response to Comment #40; 
 
Thank you for your comments.  In addition to your 
letter, we have received 683 unverified signatures on a 
petition supporting the construction of the Custer 
interchange.  No comments were received specifically 
from the Montana National Guard.   
 
Also, for the order in which projects will be initiated, 
see response to Comment #3. 
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Comment #41:  Form Letter (27 copies received) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response to Comment #41; 

Twenty-seven signed copies of the form letter shown on 
the left, supporting the immediate construction of a 
new interchange at Custer Avenue, were received 
during the public review comment period.  Contact the 
Montana Department of Transportation for a copy of all 
twenty-seven form letters.   

For the order in which projects will be initiated, see 
response to Comment #3. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration and the 
Montana Department of Transportation thank each 
of these individuals for their comments and 
participation in the I-15 Corridor EIS project.  
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Comment #42: Petition 

 
 

 

Response to Comment #42; 
 
A petition in support of the construction of an 
interchange at Custer Avenue was received with 683 
signatures on 40 separate pages similar to that shown on 
the left. No attempt was made to verify signatures or 
scan the list for duplicate signatures.  Contact the 
Montana Department of Transportation for a copy of all 
signatures. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration and the Montana 
Department of Transportation thank the petitioners for 
their input and participation in the I-15 Corridor EIS 
project.  
 
 


